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Calendar 

March 14 (9 a.m.) Museum of Natural History  
Children’s Class: “The Art of Flint Knapping” 

See announcement under Members’ News Corner 

March 22 (Noon) Battle of San Diego Bay 
Commemoration of the 1803 battle between the Spanish 
soldiers of Fort Guijarros and the American crew of the 

Lelia Byrd.  Free Admission.  At the U.S. Naval 
Submarine Base, Point Loma, California, Fort Guijarros 

Monument (foot of Rosecrans Street).  Please call the Fort 
Guijarros Museum Foundation for additional information. 

March 24 (7 p.m.) Fourth Tuesday 
Monthly Meeting 

Speaker: Shelley Ravens-Jennings 
Fishing methods among the Torres Strait Islanders 
See announcement under Members’ News Corner 

March 25-29 – Seattle, Washington 
63rd Annual Meeting of the Society for American 

Archaeology 
See announcement under Members’ News Corner 

March 27 (7:30 p.m.) Borrego Springs 
Lecture by Dr. Philip J. Wilke  

See announcement under Members’ News Corner 
March 28 (10 a.m.) SDCAS Field Trip 
Atlatl Dart Throwing and Museum Tour 

See announcement under Members’ News Corner 
April 5-8 - Native American Rock Art Caravan 
See announcement under Member’s News Corner 

April 9-11 – San Diego Hyatt Islandia Hotel 
Annual Meeting of the Society for California 

Archaeology 
See announcement under Members’ News Corner 

April 24 (7:30 p.m.) Borrego Springs 
Lecture by Amadeo Rea  

See announcement under Members’ News Corner 
April 25 (9 a.m.) Museum of Man 

Annual Southwest Indian Arts Colloquium  
See announcement under Members’ News Corner 

April 28 (7 p.m.) Fourth Tuesday 
Speaker: Ken Hedges 
Rock Art of Europe  

See announcement under Member’s News Corner 
May 10-17 – Archaeology Week 

See announcement under Members’ News Corner 

President’s Message 
Hello, SDCAS members!  I hope you’re all weathering 
El Niño successfully.  Although I remember previous El 
Niño events, it seems as though much more attention is 
being paid to this one, both in the popular press and by 
scientists.  I think we can expect many scientific 
publications over the next couple years quantifying the 
effects of 1998’s El Niño on fish and sea mammal 
populations and on human communities.  This type of 
information will be extremely useful to archaeologists.   It 
is well recognized that both short and long-term climatic 
events affect human populations, but the extent to which 
they are affected has been a hotly debated topic in 
archaeology for the past several years.  We now have the 
opportunity to watch a short-term weather anomaly in 
action and study its effects.   
SDCAS was fortunate to have Stan Berryman, staff 
archaeologist for Camp Pendleton, speak to the 
membership in February.  As part of his interesting talk 
on the archaeology of the base, Stan invited SDCAS to 
take a tour of the Rancho de las Flores adobe and 
outbuildings.  This Mexican period ranch house currently 
serves as the commandant’s residence.  I got enthusiastic  
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The SDCAS Office is at the Peñasquitos Ranch House, 
west of Black Mountain Road and Canyonside 
Community Park. 

 N 
Ruffin Ct. 

Clairemont Mesa Blvd. 

SDCAS Monthly Meetings are held at the 
County of San Diego offices at 5201 Ruffin 
Road, Kearny Mesa, on the 4th Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m.  
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Editor’s Message    
Once again it is time for me to make my bimonthly plea 
for articles and items for the next newsletter.  I am 
looking for news items, comics, jokes, poems, and serious 
articles, as well as not-so-serious articles.  Anything you 
can send in would be greatly appreciated.  
I do have scanning capabilities, so don’t forget to send in 
graphics and/or photos with your news items and articles.  
Also, I’m going to start an Archaeological Photo of the 
Month Column in the Newsletter.  Send in your favorite 
archaeological/anthropological related photo along with a 
self-addressed stamped envelope (if you want it back) and 
we’ll print the best one in the next newsletter.  Please 
include a brief description of what the photo is of as well. 
The submission deadline for the next issue is April 28.  
Please send all items to: 
Marla Mealey 
c/o California Department of Parks and Recreation  
8885 Rio San Diego Drive, Suite 270 
San Diego, CA 92108  
Phone: 619-220-5329 / FAX: 619-298-6241 
e-mail: mmealey@parks.ca.gov   
or:  mmm@inetworld.net 

Letters to the Editor 
Do you have an opinion on something archaeological that 
you’d like to share with the Society?  Are there any 
concerns or questions you have that you’d like addressed?  
Please write in and we’ll see what we can do. 

Members’ News Corner 

Archaeology Day at the Johnson-Taylor 
Adobe (May 16) 
Brian Glenn 
The SDCAS is planning a full day of events for this year's 
Archaeology Day.  The theme of this year’s event will be: 
Contributions to San Diego County Archaeology.  This 
includes both contributions from academic sources and 
those of the SDCAS over the past 25 years.   
Among the events planned are: 
1) A poster session illustrating some of major 
personalities in San Diego County archaeology and their 
work within and outside the county.  In addition, other 
posters will present text and photos of SDCAS 
accomplishments over the past 25 years. 
2) A lecture by Richard Carrico, author and SDSU 
instructor on the history of archaeology in the county. 
Richard has spoken to the society a number of times on a 
variety of subjects.  His Archaeology Day presentation 
should be both enjoyable and informative.  The lecture is 
scheduled for 1:00 p.m. 
3) Steve Bouscaren, SDCAS immediate past-President 
and San Diego City College professor, will have his 
archaeology field class excavating at the La Jollan Period 
site directly adjacent to the adobe.  Steve will provide us 
with a tour of this interesting prehistoric site. 
4) The docents will be giving tours of the Johnson-Taylor 
adobe.  Those who have taken the tour more than once 

know that each tour provides different insight and 
interesting facts into the history and personalities of this 
period. 
5) And last, but not least, will be an ongoing exhibition of 
stone tool- making.  We are hoping to have a number of 
proficient individuals.  Participation is welcome in this 
display of the ancient art of flintknapping. 

- - - 
The poster session is to be used not only for Archaeology 
Day at Peñasquitos Park, but also within the City of San 
Diego’s Archaeology Week displays, and the SCA poster 
session.  
The following is the abstract for the SCA poster 
session: 
Title: Contributions to San Diego County Archaeology 
Presented by: The San Diego County Archaeological 
Society 
San Diego County has been the focus of study by a 
number of prominent archaeologists over the past 
75 years.  Studies by individuals and institutions have 
extensively shaped and influenced our perception of 
southern California prehistory.  Among the institutions 
represented are the San Diego Museum of Man, San 
Diego State University, the University of San Diego, and 
the University of California, Los Angeles.  
Presented is a montage of these archaeologists and their 
accomplishments both within and outside the county.  Not 
the least of these accomplishments has been the training 
of subsequent generations of California archaeologists 
who continue to protect and research cultural resources 
from within academic, government, and private sector 
positions. 

Wanted: SDCAS Webmaster 
SDCAS is looking for someone to manage a web page for 
the society.  We are offering two years membership as an 
incentive for this position.  Anyone who is interested in 
this position or who would like more information about it 
should contact Anna Noah at 619-463-0426. 
Upcoming SDCAS General Meetings 
March guest speaker. 
Ms. Shelley Ravens-Jennings will talk about the effects of 
modern fishing methods amongst Torres Strait Islanders.  
Torres Strait is to the north of Australia, and is also the 
habitat of the manatee, a large sea mammal.  Modern 
fishing methods are depleting the manatee having an 
effect on the ancestral life-ways of the Islanders.  Ms. 
Ravens-Jennings will present her research on this 
situation, and correlate this to Californian coastal hunters 
and gatherers. 
April guest speaker. 
For rock-art buffs and those interested in Paleolithic 
archaeology, April’s guest speaker will be Ken Hedges.  
Mr. Hedges will talk to us about European rock art, 
especially that of France.  Please join us for an interesting 
evening. 

 (Continued on Page 6) 
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Company Profile 
Mooney & Associates   
Cultural Resources Division 
Lisa Chaddock & Carol Serr 
Since 1979 Mooney & Associates (M&A) Cultural 
Resources Division has maintained a fully staffed and 
supported technical group including archaeologists, 
historians, ethnobotanists, cultural ecologists, and 
permitting specialists.  The company has completed more 
than six-hundred technical studies for cultural resource 
evaluation and CEQA/NEPA compliance.   
The head of this division is Richard L. Carrico, a pioneer 
member of SDCAS.  As author of two books and 
numerous articles about the history of both Kumeyaay 
and European settlers in southern California, he has 
distinguished himself as a historian and scholar.  He 
teaches history and American Indian studies at Mesa 
Community College and San Diego State University.  In 
the capacity of Principal Investigator, ethnographer, and 
historian, Carrico has led research throughout California 
and Arizona on all types of historical, ethnographic, and 
prehistoric studies.  
The key and supporting staff bring a diversity of 
experience and academic training to projects, making this 
division flexible and able to handle both prehistoric and 
historical projects.  Robert P. Case does ceramic 
assemblages analysis plus distributional studies for sites 
in California and Arizona.  His research interests are 
Central American archaeology, and he has participated in 
field research in Belize.  William T. Eckhardt was the 
cultural resource officer for China Lake Naval Air 
Weapons Center, where he developed and carried out the 
Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act 
(NAGPRA) program.  Mr. Eckhardt’s international 
experience includes a volunteer temporary-duty 
assignment as Team Anthropologist with Recovery 
Element 4 during a Joint Task Force -- Full Accounting 
mission in Tui Ten Hue and Son La Provinces, Republic 
of Vietnam.  Recently transplanted from Ogden, 
Theodore Cooley has 20 years of experience in southern 
California archaeology.  Although usually focused on 
prehistoric Indian archaeology, Mr. Cooley is also 
interested in historical military sites.  Lisa Bridenstine 
Chaddock specializes in spatial-archaeological analysis 
and ethnobotany studies to evaluate relationships between 
soils, ecosystems and archaeological sites.  She has 
experience in park planning for cultural resources, 
including trails and interpretive information for public 
landscapes.  As Lab Director, Carol Serr oversees all 
artifact cataloging and database administration for artifact 
collections, specializing in flaked and ground stone 
analysis and shellfish identification.  She is a technical 
illustrator for a wide range of projects, and has 
documented pictographs, rock alignments, and milling 
features.  She is also active in community service, 
currently overseeing a volunteer archaeology project at 
the Bancroft Ranch House in Spring Valley. 
Some of M&A’s more interesting recent projects include 
Cooley’s archaeological monitoring program at the Naval 

Air Station, Miramar, California, which included the 
location of sites and artifacts dating from Camp Kearny (a 
World War I Army Cavalry camp); and Rob Case’s 
survey at the Morongo Reservation, where he and his 
crew located and documented an 1880s water conveyance 
system and various historic construction camps.  Eckhardt 
and Chaddock conducted a site survey for cultural and 
biological resources at the Mesquite Site.  This site 
contained historical mining sites, WWII military tank 
training areas, and prehistoric Indian habitation sites and 
trails.  Carol Serr analyzed and inventoried artifacts for 
the Barona Band of Mission Indians when a collection of 
over 2,000 items, including artifacts from both the 
Kumeyaay and other North American Indian Tribes, was 
donated to them from the estate of a private individual.  A 
database was created to manage and analyze the artifacts 
in the collection, as well as to determine any artifacts of 
nonlocal origin that may be returned to the tribes with 
which they were originally associated.  The artifacts 
ranged from ollas -- or large water storage pots -- to stone 
tools and many arrow points. 
Current projects continue to be both interesting and 
challenging.  M&A is conducting data recovery programs 
in Orange County at Talega Valley, and for the Naval 
Submarine Base, Point Loma, uncovering an Indian shell 
midden site that has increased our knowledge of Late 
Holocene subsistence and adaptation.  M&A is also 
providing archaeological monitors at Camp Pendleton for 
a large sewer pipeline project.  Working with Billy 
Clewlow of Ancient Enterprises, M&A has recently 
tested several sites at Edwards Air Force Base and has 
just finished the technological analysis of the lithic 
artifacts from these sites.   

November 1997 Acorn Processing 
Workshop 
by Andy Simmons and Brittanya Murillo 
Experimental archaeology allows archaeologists to utilize 
dynamic data from the observations made of existing 
people to evaluate evidence recovered from the static 
archaeological record.  Experimental archaeology 
encompasses studies that provide insights into the 
methods and techniques possibly used in the past.  It has 
three general rules: (1) all materials used in the 
replication study must have been available locally to 
prehistoric people; (2) methods used must conform to 
society’s technological abilities; and, (3) results must be 
replicable by others.  
On November 22 and 23, 1997, approximately 
15 members of the SDCAS attended an acorn processing 
workshop at the Kumiai village of San José de la Zorra in 
northern Baja California.  Several women of that 
community shared the traditional methods used to process 
acorns in the way taught to them by their ancestors.  Our 
teachers explained and demonstrated the process from the 
harvesting of the nuts to actually preparing the end food 
product, a kind of acorn mush to which they added milk 
and honey. 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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Acorn Processing Workshop 
(Continued from Page 4) 
The group assembled in the Kumiai village after being led 
by Steve Bouscaren (SDCAS) and Norma Harris Muñoz 
(Native Cultures Institute or CUNA) to the residence of 
Gloria Casteñeda Silva, one of our teachers for this 
workshop.  There, the group was given manos and 
metates that had been recycled by the people in the 
village from their ancestors.  We were told that no ground 
stone tool production had taken place in the community 
for a number of years, and perhaps not for generations.  
However, judging by the number of manos, metates and 
other artifacts that were lying about the surface almost 
everywhere in the village, it was probably far easier to 
recycle a metate than to fashion a new one. 
Our group camped adjacent to the oak grove where the 
acorns were gathered.  Because the trees produced few 
acorns in 1997, the acorns we used were collected the 
prior year and strewn about the ground for the group to 
collect.  Acorns were collected in traditional willow 
baskets.  From there, our teachers, Gloria Casteñeda, 
Beatriz Carrillo Espinoza, and Rosa Maria Silva Vega 
instructed the group on how to shell and hull the acorns.  
The method we used was to place the acorn end-down in 
a metate or anvil stone, then strike the upward end with a 
hammerstone or mano.  From there the acorn shells could 
be easily peeled away from the nut.  After the shelling 
was complete, we ground the meat of the acorn using a 
bedrock mortar and pestle. 
This proved to be the most laborious part of the process, 
making many of us wish we had not collected so many 
acorns to shell.  The object was to grind the nut into a fine 
powder.  A flat, round, winnowing basket was used 
during the grinding process to separate the fine powder 
from the coarser pieces which were placed back into the 
mortar for more grinding.  
That evening the group shared a campfire with Gloria and 
her family who sang traditional songs and told stories, 
although Gloria told us that she was not a storyteller; that 
role was reserved for certain other members of the 
community.  Steve Bouscaren provided a story about a 
near death experience he thought he was having after a 
long thorn broke off into his hand while on an 
archaeological dig in the Yucatan.  The near death 
experience turned out to be nothing more than a joke his 
Mayan friends were playing on him, but the story was a 
source of amusement for the listeners. 
The next day, the acorn process continued by spreading 
out the finely ground and winnowed acorn powder on a 
polyester sheet through which water was poured so that it 
would leach out the tannic acid that is found in acorns.  
Without performing this procedure the acorns would be 
extremely bitter, and possibly even toxic if enough tannic 
acid is ingested.  All during the leaching the women were 
tasting the acorn flour as a way to determine when the 
leaching was complete. After leaching was complete, the 
flour was mixed with water and cooked over a fire on a 
3-stone hearth.  The women told us that many things 
could be done with the flour (some of us added honey and 
milk), and that this method was not used very often any 

more, but that it was still known and passed on from 
generation to generation.  This was quite evident by the 
constant presence of Kumiai children who watched and 
no doubt would learn these methods to pass on to their 
children. 
The trip was both informative and useful for us as 
archaeologists.  It followed the three general rules of 
experimental archaeology by using materials that were 
available locally to prehistoric peoples (in some cases by 
use of the actual materials in fact used by those peoples, 
e.g., manos and metates); the methods we used were the 
same methods used by people of prehistoric times, and 
would appear to be replicable.  We would like to express 
our great appreciation to Dr. Steve Bouscaren for 
organizing and directing this event and to our Kumiai 
teachers for allowing us into their community to learn 
some of their traditional food processing techniques.  We 
look forward to attending future workshops and highly 
recommend them as they offer an exceptional view of 
vanishing skills at an exceptional value. 

SDCAS Meeting Synopsis 
January Meeting 
Our January guest speaker was Dr. Bonnie Bade, 
Professor of Anthropology, at California State University, 
San Marcos.  The title of Dr. Bade’s presentation was 
Day of the Dead.  This interesting two-day celebration is 
held on October 31, and November 1 throughout Mexico.  
Using slides, Dr. Bade took us into the world of the 
Mixteca of Oaxaca to understand the full implication of 
this celebration.  At a time when we are thinking about 
scary monsters, costumes, and carving pumpkins, the 
Mixteca women are completing the finishing touches to 
their turkey mole, preparing baskets of food as gifts, and 
putting the last decorative finish to altars especially 
constructed to honor the dead.  The Mixteca men have 
also prepared for this celebration by organizing the 
entertainment, constructing the altars, and traveling to the 
market to purchase beer, and liquor. 
To understand the full meaning of this celebration, Dr. 
Bade described the economic, social, and political worlds 
of the Mixteca.  Looking at the slide of a Mixteca woman 
making her tortillas, it seemed as if time had stood still.  
Her kitchen was exactly like those of her ancestors.  By 
the comal were her metate and mano for grinding corn, 
while over a wood fire a pot hanging on a tripod was 
being heated.  The use of wood as a source of fuel is 
causing deforestation of the forests, with the loss of 
valuable agricultural land through erosion.  To 
supplement a subsistence way of life, women weave 
basketry hats, and the men manufacture wooden chairs.  
However, with the continual erosion of the land only 
enough corn can be grown for four months.  This has 
caused men, and later their families, to migrate to various 
areas of Northern America.  
This migration does not negate the social and political 
obligations of Mixteca men to their village.  At the annual 
election of The Authorities, men are chosen who will be 
responsible for the welfare of the village, and to set and 
organize the fiesta calendar for the year.  Men also  
   

(Continued on Page 6) 
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SDCAS Meeting Synopsis 
January Meeting 
(Continued from Page 5) 
volunteer to be personally responsible for certain 
festivals.  At a great monetary expense this gives them 
prestige within their villages.  Dr. Bade described the 
social system of the Mixteca as a resource.  This is caused 
through the obligations of having, and being either a 
compadre or commadre (godfather or godmother).  At 
certain times throughout the life of a person, such as 
baptism, confirmation, or wedding, a compadre or 
commadre is appointed to that person.  Over a lifetime a 
person may have as many as sixty 
compadres/commadres.  As a resource, a person may call 
upon the help of a compadre/commadre; likewise the 
compadre/commadre will ask their charges for help.  As 
can be imagined in a small village, this system of social 
relations touches and unites all members. 
This is evident throughout the first day of celebration for 
the dead.  Officially, this first day is devoted to honoring 
dead children.  On this day fish and chocolate are placed 
on the altars, this contrasting to the food and drink that is 
later placed on the altar to honor the dead adults. 
Throughout the day, young children are kept busy 
delivering baskets of food to the commadres of their 
grandmothers, who also give baskets of food to their 
charges.  People also celebrate this day with dance and 
music.  During the evening a somber atmosphere prevails, 
with a ceremony of ritual drinking, the saying of prayers, 
naming the dead, and asking for blessings.  Having paid 
their respects to the dead, people socialize between 
households until all houses in the village have been 
visited.  The next day, people go to the cemetery.  Here 
they clean the burial plots, after which they strew petals 
on the graves, and people visit and socialize among 
themselves.  From these actions, it is evident that the dead 
are very much a part of the living world of the Mixteca.  
As Dr. Bade pointed out these two days of celebration 
have an underlying effect of reinforcing the community 
by reestablishing relationships among the villages. 
  

Members’ News Corner 
 (Continued from Page 3) 
 
1998 Archaeology Week (May 10-17) 
Aside from SDCAS’s Archaeology Day activities, there 
will be a display at the City Administration lobby (from 
5/11 to 5/22) corresponding to preservation week and 
public works week.  Also, the County of San Diego parks 
department will have a display at their office, and the 
Museum of Man will also be participating.  See the next 
issue of the SDCAS Newsletter for more information. 

Society for American Archaeology  
Prepares for 63rd Meeting 
The 63rd Annual Meeting of the Society for American 
Archaeology will be held March 25-29, 1998, in Seattle, 
Washington.  Events are scheduled at the Washington 
Trade and Convention Center and at the headquarters 

hotel, the Sheraton Seattle. SAA anticipates that the 
meeting will attract a large number of archaeologists from 
across the country and around the world.   
The 63rd Annual Meeting preliminary program was to be 
made available in late December.  To receive a copy, 
interested parties should contact the Society for American 
Archaeology at 900 Second Street, N.E. #12, 
Washington, D.C. 20002-3557; phone: 202-789-8200; 
fax: 202-789-0284; e-mail: meetings@saa.org 
 
Field Trip (Atlatl Dart Throwing and 
Imperial Valley College Desert Museum) 
Sam Sallie 
Have you ever wanted to see a real Atlatl?  Would you 
like to know how to use one, or discover what it is?  As 
an SDCAS member, you may already know about atlatls, 
but you’ll actually have the opportunity to use one if you 
come on our field trip to Ocotillo on Saturday, March 28. 
Our hostess and instructor will be Leni Clubb, Executive 
Secretary of the World Atlatl Association.  Eighty-three 
years young, Ms. Clubb is a world champion atlatl dart 
thrower!  After demonstrating the technique for us, each 
of us will be given the opportunity to learn the required 
skills and to use an atlatl and darts.  This event will take 
place from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. 
We need to know ASAP how many of you will attend this 
no-cost event.  In addition, I am contacting Jay Von 
Werlhoff of the Imperial Valley College Desert Museum 
to arrange a tour of this and other areas of interest.  This 
event should end about 4 p.m.  Call Sam Sallie at 
760-431-5074 to let him know you are coming. 
Allow at least two hours to get to our meeting place in 
Ocotillo and bring a lunch.  Drinks can be purchased in 
town.  We will meet at 1169 Sierra Vista.  Take I-8 to the 
Ocotillo exit and turn left under the freeway and come up 
to the Post Office on the corner of Imperial and Agate.  
Turn left again on Agate and travel three blocks west to 
Sierra Vista.  Turn right and come down almost a block.  
Look on the left for 1169 and you will see a line of hay 
bales against the fence.  Ms. Clubb and other members of 
the WAA will be there. 
By mid-March you’ll receive a reminder along with 
finalized plans for the afternoon.  I may have some of my 
photos of atlatl petroglyphs to show.  Please call me at 
760- 431-5074 if you are planning to attend, so I can let 
Leni Clubb know how many of us will be participating.  
See you in Ocotillo! 
Request For Volunteers: 
Myra Herrmann  
SDCAS members are encouraged to volunteer 8 hours of 
time at the SCA Conference from April 8-11.  In 
exchange for your eight hours, SCA will pay your 
conference fee, AND give you membership in the SCA 
for one year.  Volunteer opportunities include room 
monitors for symposium sessions, time at the SCA 
registration table (2-3 hour shifts), help with preparing 
registration packets, and help at the Thursday evening  
  (Continued on Page 7) 
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Members’ News Corner 
Request for Volunteers 
(Continued from Page 6) 
Natural History Museum reception.  If you are interested 
in volunteering, please contact Myra Herrmann as soon as 
possible.  She can be reached by email: 
mjh@proc2000.sannet.gov  or phone 619-236-6827. 
More Volunteer Opportunities 
Kathy Jenkins 
The San Diego County Archaeological Society’s Docent 
Program at Los Peñasquitos Ranch House will start their 
training program on Saturday, April 18, 1998, at 9:30 
a.m. at the Ranch House. 
The training sessions will be approximately two hours on 
Saturday mornings and Thursday evenings until Saturday, 
May 9. 
The Docents give historic tours every Saturday at 11:00 
a.m.  On the first Saturday of each month there is a 
meeting and during the year the Docents go and visit 
other historic sites. 
If you or anyone you know would like to give tours or 
assist the program in some way, please call and leave a 
message on the SDCAS phone at 619-538-0935. 
The Ranch House is also looking for Ranch Hands to help 
with the many interesting projects in the Park.  Enjoy 
gardening?  Like being in a wonderful park? You will 
really enjoy this volunteer opportunity.  If interested, 
please call the Los Peñasquitos County Park Ranger, 
Reneene Mowrey at 619-484-7504. 
These are great opportunities to be a volunteer in one of 
the greatest parks in San Diego County. 
 

Anza-Borrego Desert State Park Celebrated 
Native American Days 
Kaitlin Meadows 
Cahuilla, Kumeyaay, and Paipai cultures and crafts were 
represented at a three-day conclave held February 6-8 in 
the Anza-Borrego Desert State Park.  The theme of the 
event was “Keeping Traditions Alive” and many of the 
activities did just that. 
Music, storytelling, traditional crafts, and life ways were 
featured.  Cahuilla tribal member Alvino Siva 
demonstrated the building of a kish, the traditional 
dwelling of his people, and participated in the harvesting 
and roasting of agave.  Hazel Dura, creator of the Malki 
Museum, shared traditional childhood stories while Lori 
Sisquoc, curator of the Sherman Indian Museum, led 
children in playing string games and walnut dice. 
Archaeologist Tim Gross demonstrated stone tool making 
techniques and Kumeyaay basket weaver Eva Salazar 
shared secrets about pine needle basketry and making 
cordage from yucca fibers.  Children from the Barona 
Indian School sang songs in their native language, while 

other children pounded clay on a metate to make pottery 
in the native tradition. 
Cocopah/Quecha tribal member, Alan Hatcher, 
demonstrated a diversity of musical sounds made from 
native instruments, and the Cahuilla bird singers filled the 
air with their songs.  Celia Silva shared techniques of 
acorn processing, Jane Dumas discussed native plants and 
their uses, and Mike Wilken (from the CUNA institute) 
shared stories about the Kumeyaay and Paipai peoples. 
The weekend sessions were preceded by an all-day 
Native American Educator’s Workshop on February 6, 
which featured noted anthropologist, Florence Shipek, 
speaking about ways to enhance, preserve, and celebrate 
the rich cultural history of Native Americans.  The event 
was coordinated by Park Interpretive Specialist Karyn-
Gaye Barnett. For more information about similar events 
of interest in the Anza-Borrego Desert State Park, please 
call the park at 760-767-4205. 
 

Nineteenth Annual Native American Rock 
Art Caravan Scheduled for April 5-8 
Kaitlin Meadows 
Rock art localities in Tulare County ranging from the 
“Halau” site near Fountain Springs and the Painted Rock 
on the Tule Indian Reservation, to the Hospital Rock and 
Potwisha sites in Sequoia National Park, will be featured 
on the Nineteenth Annual Native American Rock Art 
Caravan.  The event is sponsored by the Reverend Galel 
Gough and is scheduled from the evening of April 5 
through April 8, 1998. 
Camping, hiking, and comradeship with many 
enthusiastic rock art experts and amateurs are the 
congenial fare on this trip.  There is a small fee, and 
limited space.  Please call the Reverend Gough at 
760-347-1065 for more information. 

Mentoring and Children’s Activities 
Kaitlin Meadows 
Many activities for children are being coordinated within 
the existing programs at the San Diego Museum of Man 
and the Museum of Natural History.  This spring it is 
hoped that events can be planned at the Peñasquitos 
Ranch House, featuring archaeology, excavation 
techniques, and the curation of cultural resources of early 
Native Americans and settlers. Those wishing to help 
with these programs and activities, or who may have 
resources or suggestions to share, should contact Kaitlin 
Meadows at 760-788-3616, or e-mail her at 
kaitlin@pacbell.net

Anza-Borrego Desert Natural History 
Association Features Archaeology Lectures 
Kaitlin Meadows 
As part of its mission to provide education, protect and 
enhance the public’s experience and appreciation of our 
natural and cultural heritage, and to celebrate the desert’s 
  (Continued on Page 8) 
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Members’ News Corner 
Anza-Borrego Desert 
 (Continued from Page 7) 
wonderful diversity, the Anza-Borrego Desert Natural 
History Association is sponsoring two lectures of 
particular interest to those of us in the SDCAS. 
On Friday, March 27, 1998, Dr. Philip J. Wilke, an 
archaeologist from the University of California, 
Riverside, will present a program about desert 
archaeology.  Then on Friday, April 24, 1998, Amadeo 
Rea, ornithologist and ethnobotanist, will lecture on “The 
Pima Ecosystem: A Hunting, Gathering, and Farming 
Society in the Sonoran Desert.” 
Both lectures will begin at 7:30 p.m. at the Performing 
Arts Center in Borrego Springs.  Programs are free to 
members and children 12 and under.  For non-members, 
there is a $2 charge at the door.  Individual and family 
membership may be purchased at the door for $10 and up.  
Membership entitles you to the Sand Paper Newsletter, 
first call on 4-wheel drive tours, free entrance to the 
annual lecture series, member discounts, plus the 
satisfaction of contributing to desert educational activities 
and research.  For more information please call 
760-767-3052. 
 

Museum of Man Announces  
Annual Southwest Indian Arts Colloquium 
Join renowned Navajo weaver Colina Yazzie, Navajo 
jeweler Raymond Yazzie, and Joe Caté, a jewelry maker 
from the Pueblo of Santo Domingo, as they discuss and 
demonstrate their work at the ninth annual Southwest 
Indian Arts Colloquium, sponsored by the San Diego 
Museum of Man, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, April 25. 
Restricted to a limited number, the colloquium offers 
participants a rare opportunity to interact with artists in an 
intimate setting. Techniques, inspiration, and family 
traditions are just a few of the many topics addressed 
during the daylong event.   
Colina Yazzie will discuss and demonstrate her approach 
to traditional Navajo weaving.  Her husband, Raymond 
Yazzie, is an accomplished and innovative jeweler who 
works in gold and precious stones, as well as traditional 
silver and turquoise.  He recently received first place in 
the Silver Bracelets category at the 1997 Indian Fair 
Market in Santa Fe.  
Also a first place winner at last year’s Indian Fair Market, 
Joe Caté has been creating beautiful jewelry in the Santo 
Domingo tradition for more than 25 years. Known for his 
work with heishi (shell beads) and turquoise, he has 
recently devoted time to a serious problem in the Native 
American art market – fakes, both domestic and imported. 
He will discuss the influx of fakes, which lower the 
quality of available work and deprive legitimate Indian 
artists of their livelihood and heritage. 

Each session will be followed by a brief question and 
answer period, and artwork will be for sale following the 
program. 
Registration, which includes lunch with the artists, is $40 
for Museum members and $65 for non-members.  For 
more information, please contact the Museum’s 
Education Department at 619-239-2001. 

 
Reconstructing our Ancestors  
at the San Diego Museum of Man 
How do scientists know what humans looked like 
thousands of years ago?  How can artists accurately 
recreate our prehistoric ancestors?  Learn the answers to 
these and many more intriguing age-old questions at 
“Faces on Fossils: The Reconstruction of Human 
Ancestors,” on display at the San Diego Museum of Man, 
Friday, January 23, 1998 through Sunday, May 31, 1998. 
Developed by the Museum of Man in conjunction with 
artist William Munns of Altered Images, Inc., this exhibit 
will examine old and new techniques used to reconstruct 
our human ancestors, focusing on how these processes 
have dramatically changed over the years. 
By simply using fossil skulls, bone fragments, and a basic 
knowledge of anatomy, scientific artists are able to 
recreate likenesses of our ancient predecessors.  This 
entire four-stage process of clay reconstruction will be 
examined -- from bare skull to basic musculature, to 
cartilage and skin, and finally to pigmentation and hair. 
Munns has created a complete span of hominid evolution 
-- including Lucy, Peking man, Neanderthal, and Cro-
Magnon -- for the exhibit.  The skin, eye color, and hair 
vary in all the renderings -- from a light-haired, smooth 
face to a dark-haired man with long tresses. 
In addition, full-sized figures of Lucy -- the 3.5-million-
year-old hominid from Ethiopia -- will be shown in three 
stages:  completely articulated skeleton, flesh-covered 
figure, and completed figure with hair and pigmentation. 
Included in the show is an overview of the history of 
fossil reconstruction and various misconceptions formed 
through ignorance.  Busts, photos, and drawings from the 
1915 Panama-California exhibition demonstrate just how 
these social prejudices often shaped scientific 
interpretations of the past. 
Human evolution does not even escape the Hollywood 
spotlight.  Also on display will be a campy collection of 
Hollywood cavemen posters and lobby cards from movies 
such as the 1966 remake of One Million Years B.C. with 
Raquel Welch, Darryl Hannah’s Clan of the Cave Bear, 
Quest for Fire, and Teenage Caveman. 
The San Diego Museum of Man is an educational, non-
profit corporation founded in 1915 to display the life and 
history of humankind.  It is open daily from 10 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.  For more information, please call 
619-239-2001. 
    (Continued on Page 9) 
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Members’ News Corner 
(Continued from Page 8) 

1998 Society for California 
Archaeology (SCA) Annual Meeting 
Michael Sampson 
The annual meeting of the Society for California 
Archaeology will occur on April 9, 10, and 11, 1998 at 
the Hyatt Islandia Hotel on Mission Bay.  The program 
for this meeting consists of 28 symposia and workshops 
featuring a wide variety of topics, including sessions on 
Baja California, Camp Pendleton Archaeology, Chinese 
Archaeology and History, San Dieguito and La Jollan 
Cultures, Rock Art, Public Education and Archaeology, 
Archaeological Studies on the Pacific Rim, a day-long 
workshop on Archaeology for school teachers, and many 
others.  A listing of the symposia, workshops, and events 
can be seen on the SCA web page at 
http://www.scanet.org. The Society will sponsor three 
receptions.  The first reception, on Wednesday evening 
(April 8) is co-sponsored by the SDCAS and will be held 
at the Hyatt Islandia Hotel.  The Thursday evening 
(April 9) reception and silent auction, catered by El Indio 
(Mexican Buffet) will be held at the Natural History 
Museum.  An awards dinner and dance are scheduled for 
Friday night (April 10).  Following the Saturday sessions, 
meeting attendees will be encouraged to visit the 
archaeology exhibit at the Chinese Historical Society 
Museum in Downtown, with a Chinese dinner to follow.  
Tours to selected locations are planned for Saturday 
afternoon and Sunday.  More information on the annual 
meeting and the Society can be obtained by accessing the 
SCA website at HTTP://www.SCANET.ORG, and look 
for the preliminary program in the March issue of the 
SCA Newsletter.  Ron May and Dale May are working on 
the program, while I am serving as Local Arrangements 
Chair for the 1998 Meeting. 
In my capacity as Local Arrangements Chair, I am 
seeking individuals who can volunteer some time to assist 
during the meeting.  Some jobs in need of volunteers 
include, helping at the Registration desk, helping cater the 
Thursday night reception, assisting with the silent auction 
during the Thursday night reception at the Natural 
History Museum, monitoring AV equipment in the 
meeting rooms, helping set-up posters for display, and 
other tasks. Volunteers can be compensated for their 
efforts with free registration and free membership in the 
Society.  Contact Mike at 619-220-5323. 

Poster Session 
Volunteers are needed to help with the 1998 SCA Poster 
session, including set-up, break-down and miscellaneous 
needs. The theme for the poster session will be the same 
as that for the SCA conference:  Public Archaeology: 
Footsteps Toward the New Millennium.  Posters should 
be designed around this theme if possible.  If you are 
interested in submitting a poster, please contact Myra 
Herrmann at 236-6827, or submit the theme via e-mail to: 
mjh@proc2000.sannet.gov. 

Volunteers are also needed to help with a SDCAS 25th 
anniversary poster/display for the SCA Annual Meeting.  
We are looking for old SDCAS activity photos, etc.  
Please contact Myra at 236-6827, or e-mail her at: 
mjh@proc2000.sannet.gov. 

Cultural Landscapes Class 
Brenda Weatherston 
The Cultural Resource Management Program at the 
University of Victoria, on the southern tip of Vancouver 
Island, is offering the following course in April for 
heritage and museum professionals involved with the 
management of cultural landscapes. 
From traditional use sites, to historic gardens, to 
long-established agricultural farmsteads, cultural 
landscapes are diverse resources that provide special 
preservation and management challenges. This course 
focuses on the nature of cultural landscapes and develops 
your ability to identify, evaluate and develop preservation 
strategies for landscape resources, which are of value to 
your community. Topics include: 
• defining and reading the cultural landscape  
• recognizing evolving interactions between natural 

systems and human interventions   
• approaches to research  
• inventory and documentation of landscape, 

vegetation, and cultural features   
• evaluation of significance and integrity  
• balancing conflicting resources and uses 
• preservation goals and strategies   
• approaches to planning, management, and 

maintenance  
Instructor: Susan Buggey is former Director, Historical 
Services, Parks Canada, and has extensive experience in 
the identification, evaluation, and preservation of cultural 
landscapes. 
A detailed course outline is available. The course will 
include site visits and activities. 
Dates: April 15-24, 1998 (Please register by: March 20)  
Fee: $589 (credit or non-credit, Canadian funds)  
Travel: Victoria is easily accessible by air or ferry from 

both Vancouver and Seattle. 
Accommodation: Program staff are pleased to provide 

you with information on both reasonable on-campus 
and off-campus alternatives. 

For more information on this course and others offered in 
1998, please contact: 
Joy Davis, Program Director 
Brenda Weatherston, Program Coordinator 
Cultural Resource Management Division of Continuing 
Studies, University of Victoria 
PO Box 3030 Victoria, BC V8W 3N6 CANADA 
Telephone 250-721-8462  Fax: 250-721-8774 
E-mail: joydavis@uvcs.uvic.ca 
Website: http://www.uvcs.uvic.ca/crmp 

(Continued on Page 10) 
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Members’ News Corner 
(Continued from Page 9) 
Children’s Class  
Offered by the Natural History Museum 
“The Art of Flintknapping” 
(Open to ages 8 and up) 
Saturday, March 14, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Cost: $17 for Museum members,  
 $21 for non-members 
For thousands of years, human history has been written in 
chipped stone tools; early Stone Age flintknappers were 
the world’s first “artists.”  In this class, instructor Richard 
Cerutti will teach about the evolution and history of stone 
tool traditions and technology.  He’ll show how to chip a 
stone knife using only a wood billet and make an 
arrowhead with a deer antler.  The chips will fly as each 
child creates his or her own unique stone tool “work of 
art!”   Class Code: P8-343-05 
Please bring a lunch.  Parents are welcome to accompany 
their child to any class.  Call 619-232-3821 x203 to enroll 
or for questions. 

Escondido’s Historic Walking Tours to 
Feature 100-Year-Old Homes 
From Adelante   
(Newsletter of the Congress of History of San Diego 
County)  
Homes that date back at least 100 years are featured 
during Escondido’s Historic Walking Tours, held once a 
month in “Old Escondido.” 
Since 1992 the Escondido Historical Society and the 
Escondido Citizens Ecology Committee have 
cosponsored the free, hour-long walks as a public service, 
according to Jack Pomeroy, walk coordinator. 
The walks begin at the southeast corner of Broadway and 
Grand Ave. (Drapers and Damons) in downtown 
Escondido, at varying days and times. Pre-registration is 
not necessary.  One docent is assigned to each walk. 
Most of the buildings seen on the walk are privately 
owned homes, so only the outside of the homes are on 
view…  
The schedule for upcoming walks is: 
Saturday March 28, 10 a.m. (Downtown Escondido) 
Tuesday April 28, 6 p.m. (Old Escondido West) 
Tuesday May 26, 6 p.m. (Old Escondido East) 
For more information, call Jack Pomeroy at 
760-739-8703. 

 

President’s Message  
(Continued from Page 1) 
nods from a number of SDCAS members at the meeting, 
so stay tuned for future information on this tour.   
I would like to acknowledge the work of our Community 
Outreach Chair, Myra Herrmann, on the upcoming 

Society for California Archaeology conference in San 
Diego.  Myra is not only the SDCAS liaison for this 
conference, but because of her hard efforts, she has been 
promoted by the SCA to the position of Co-chair of Local 
Arrangements, joining Mike Sampson in this monumental 
job.   
SDCAS, with the SCA, will co-sponsor a reception on the 
evening just prior to the start of the meetings.  All 
SDCAS members are welcome to attend this reception 
from 6:00 p.m. to about 9:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
April 8, in the Regency Ballroom of the Hyatt Islandia 
Hotel on Mission Bay.  There will be an open bar and 
pizza, as long as the pizzas last.  This is also a good time 
to register, or pick up your registration packet if you have 
previously registered, in order to avoid the crowd on 
Thursday morning.  I hope to see a lot of you at the 
reception and at the rest of the SCA conference.   
I am happy to report that SDCAS’s efforts on behalf of 
the Mohnike Adobe are continuing to bear fruit.  The City 
of San Diego has hired Paul Johnson to prepare an 
historical assessment and plans and specifications for the 
reroofing and structural stabilization of the adobe.  
Because of the City Parks Department’s efforts last fall to 
place a temporary plastic cover over the leaking roof, I 
understand that the interior of the building is staying dry 
this winter.  In addition, Eagle Scout candidate, Jonathan 
Litwiller, organized a work party to refurbish the brow 
ditch at the top of the slope behind the adobe in order to 
channel water away from the structure.  Fred Buchanan, 
our Third Vice President and resident engineer, was 
instrumental in explaining to Jonathan what needed to be 
done, so that Jonathan could draw up a plan to be 
approved by the Boy Scout Council.  Jonathan’s project 
fulfills a requirement for him becoming an Eagle Scout.  
Fred and I monitored the construction work to assure that 
no historic resources would be inadvertently impacted.  
Dion Heller and Bill Lawrence, City rangers at 
Peñasquitos, are to be commended for their great interest 
in working with volunteers on worthwhile environmental 
projects in the park, such as the one organized by 
Jonathan.   
Toward the west end of the canyon, Dion approved a 
project by the Friends of Peñasquitos to revegetate a 
badly eroded road through an archaeological site.  
SDCAS members Brian Glenn, Kaja Laustser, and 
Michael “Bucky” Buxton screened the dirt from about 
one hundred holes excavated by the Friends to plant small 
native shrubs and grasses.  Very little in the way of 
cultural materials were recovered, but a brief report will 
be prepared documenting the effort.  The park rangers 
again are to be commended for their attention to cultural 
resources.   
Kaylene Fleming, our new First Vice President, is doing a 
great job of setting up our speakers for the year.  She is 
arranging talks on coastal, mountain, and desert 
archaeology, local history, archaeological technology, and 
theory.  The Executive Board met in January to chart our 
course for the year.  We all agreed how important it is to 
attempt to appeal to the interests of all our members --  
   (Continued on Page 11) 
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President’s Message 
(Continued from Page 10) 
avocationals, students, and professionals alike.  I think 
Kaylene’s selection of speakers is a good example of the 
types of programs that will appeal to a large segment of 
our membership.   
Owing to Kaylene’s busy schedule she has had step down 
from her position as SDCAS librarian.  We’re fortunate to 
have had her good organizational skills over the last year 
and her continuing dedication and enthusiasm this year.   
Our speaker for March will be Shelley Raven-Jennings.  
Shelley has returned to the San Diego fairly recently after 
having worked for several years as an archaeologist in the 
Caribbean.  I had the opportunity to get to know Shelley 
more than a decade ago when we were both doing 
research on Chinese women in conjunction with the 
Riverside Chinatown archaeological project.   I got to talk 
to Shelley both before and after she did her dissertation 
research on the island of Boigu.  Her ethnoarchaeological 
research involved manatee hunters, and I understand she 
will be sharing the insights she gained from her research 
and explaining their relevance to local hunter-gatherer 
theory.  I encourage everyone to take the opportunity to 
hear Shelley speak on this interesting topic.  The meeting 
starts at 7:00.   
I’d also like to acknowledge Patricia McFarland, recent 
graduate of San Diego State University, for volunteering 
to write the history of SDCAS for a newsletter article 
coming out this summer.  She has also generously offered 
to assist with newsletter distribution and to take over the 
SDCAS librarian responsibilities.  We’re fortunate to 
have Patty’s enthusiastic participation and welcome her to 
the Board.  As you know, 1998 is the 25th anniversary of 
SDCAS.   Brian Glenn is making arrangements for this 
year’s “Arch. in the Park” event on May 16 at the Los 
Peñasquitos Ranch House.  Please see his article under 
Members’ News Corner in this issue of the Newsletter. 
Also, mark Saturday evening, August 29, as the SDCAS 
birthday celebration.  The City Parks Department has 
generously agreed to allow the use of the Mission Trails 
Visitors’ Center for our celebration.  Members will enjoy 
a potluck dinner and drinks on the deck overlooking one 
of the most beautiful and undisturbed segments of the San 
Diego River canyon.  We will be able to tour the museum 
exhibits, which include archaeological and natural history 
presentations, and we are honored that Claude Warren has 
agreed to be our keynote speaker.  We hope that some of 
SDCAS’s original members will be able to make this 

event and that this will be an evening you won’t soon 
forget. 
Finally, please be sure to note the article of Second Vice 
President, Sam Sallie, on the upcoming atlatl dart-
throwing opportunity and visit with Jay Von Werlhof at 
the Ocotillo Museum.  I hope a lot of you will be able to 
attend.  For any of you that have not yet joined or need to 
send in your dues, please be sure to do this as early as 
possible before the field trip.  I’ve been happy to see so 
many new and familiar faces at recent SDCAS meetings.  
Remember, this is your Society, so please let me or any of 
the Board members know if you have ideas on how we 
can make our offerings most satisfying to you. 
  
  
 

Photo of the Month 
    Petroglyph on boulder at Red Rock Canyon State Park 

 

Obituaries 
Ruth Almstedt, 82; Expert on  
San Diego County Archaeology 
Brazilian Defender of Indigenous 
Peoples, Claudio Villas Boas, 82 
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San Diego County Archaeological Society Membership Application 
 

Name      Phone     

Address         

E-mail Address:        

City      State   Zip    

Occupation / School       

Special Skills / Interests     

The SDCAS membership year begins October 1.  Please check the 
membership desired and enclose payment for the amount shown in 
the table below.  Membership is subject to approval of the Board of 
Directors. 

   

  1-Year 
 

 Individual $20.00 

 Family $30.00 

 Student $10.00 

 Institutional  
(Company, University, College, etc.) 
(non voting) 

$15.00 

 Life  (Individual)                               $250.00  

Code of Ethics 
1. The collecting in any manner of archaeological material or data 
shall be done using contemporary scientific techniques, and shall 
have as its express purpose the finding and dissemination of 
information relative to the history and prehistory of California. 

2.  Provisions shall be made for the housing of archaeological 
materials and data in accordance with accepted professional 
practices, and such materials and data shall be made available to 
qualified individuals though accumulated field notes and records or 
to the general profession through the publication of findings. 

3. The gathering of archaeological specimens or the destruction of 
archaeological sites for purposes of selling artifacts or personal 
acquisition shall in all cases be forbidden and shall subject member 
to expulsion proceedings. 

 

All members will adhere to this Society’s Code of Ethics, and 
to State, Federal, and International Antiquities Laws. 

 

I have read and agree to abide by the above Code of Ethics. 

Signature      Date    

Sponsor         Date    
(Minor must be sponsored by an adult SDCAS member) 
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