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Calendar 
 

April 4-6 Society for California Archaeology 
Annual Meeting in Bakersfield 

At the Red Lion Hotel 
 

April 20 Saturday  Fieldtrip 
Where: Piedras Pintadas 

Guide: Tim Gross 
Call: Myrra Hermann  

 
April 23 (Fourth Tuesday) 7:30 p.m. 

Monthly Meeting 
Speaker: Pat Masters 

Title:  Middle Holocene Stress in the 
Prehistory of San Diego County. 

 
May 12-18, 1996 Archaeology Week 

Special Event: Penasquitos Ranch May 18 
 

May 25-27  American Rock Art Assoc. 
Annual Confference El Paso, Texas 

contact Bill Hyder at bill@zzyx.ucsc.edu 
 

(Continued on Page 4) 
 
 

 

President's Message 
 
Greetings!  As you can see your SDCAS Newsletter is 
getting a face-lift and complete body massage.  In the 
next few issues we will be playing with fonts and 
typesets to see what gives us the best new look.  You 
will also notice that we will be introducing some new 
and hopefully interesting columns on book reviews, 
current fieldwork, and hot topics in the field of 
archaeology and related disciplines.  The newsletter 
should include information YOU feel is important and so 
we ask for your comments and suggestions.  If you 
would like to contribute an article or if you encounter a 
fascinating article of interest, please send us a copy and 
we will try to include it. 
 
Along with the NEWSLETTER, you will be noticing 
some changes in the Society as well.  We are trying to 
organize more fieldtrips, per your suggestions.  The 
Society is going to reach out to the community in the 
future.  Recently, we attended the Congress of History 
convention.  We had the opportunity to talk about the 
Society to other interested professionals.  In May we will 
be attending a similar event:the Eco-Fair and San 
Dieguito River Park Trail Run and Hike.  The date is 
May 5, and it sounds like it will be a fun and worthy 
event.  It also gives us an opportunity to reach-out to the 
community and tell them who we are and what it is we 
do. We can use your help in talking to the public, so 
please volunteer your time (just an hour or two) and talk 
to the public.  You can leave a message on the answering 
machine for the Society or call me.  
 
   Herb Dallas  Jr. 
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Editor's Message    
Hi!  I just wanted to introduce myself and welcome you 
to the new computer generated SDCAS Newsletter.   
My name is Marla, and I have been doing archaeology 
locally for about six years.  I am a self-trained technical 
editor and I have been using these skills for editing 
reports and various other projects for about five years.  
I am currently an employee of the California Department 
of Parks and Recreation here in San Diego.  I have 
belonged to SDCAS in the past, but I have let my 
membership slide, although I suppose becomming the 
Newsletter editor is a good excuse to rejoin.   
I would like to appologize for the haste in which this 
edition of the newsletter was put together.  This was kind 
of a last minute appointment on my part, and it was hard 
to find time to get this organized.  I hope the following 
editions will be much better and flow more smoothly 
than this edition.  This is my first attempt at editing a 
Newsletter, and I need all the help I can get.  If you have 
any   

April Field Trip 

Our field trip for April is expeceted to be one that you 
won't want to miss.  Make sure to mark your calendars 
for Saturday, April 20 (exact time and directions will 
follow in a field trip flyer), that is when SDCAS member 
and local consultant, Tim Gross (speaker last year for 
Piedras Pintadas) will take us on a tour of the new 
interpretive trails at Piedras Pintadas in the community 
of Rancho Bernardo.  Also joining our tour/hike will be 
Vicki Touchstone, representing the San Dieguito River 
Park Joint Powers Authority (JPA) and a Native 
American representative from the San Pasqual Band. 
Please be aware that this hike will NOT include a visit to 
the sensitive rock art site.  Over the past few years, this 
area and the rock art itself have been subjected to severe 
degradation as a result of both deliverate vandalism and 
unintentional intrusion into sensitive areas.  In an effort 
to protect this site from any further damage, access to the 
rock art site is no longer permitted.  As a result of the 
above efforts, an interpretive trail has recently been 
completed in the general vicinity of the rock art site that 
will provide visitors with information about the 
pracitices and lifestyles of the Kumeyaay that lived in 
the area more than 500 years ago.   
If you have any questions about this or any future trips, 
please call Myra Herman at 236-6827. 

Publication Review 
Multi-Component Archaic and late Prehistoric 
Residential Camps Along the Sweetwater River, 
Rancho San Diego, California.  BRIAN F. BRYD 
and CAROL SERR  with contributions from Johan 
Beezley, Lynne Christenson, Margaret Newman, 
Thomas Origer, M. Steven Shackley, and Beta Analytic.  
San Diego, Brian  F. Mooney Associates, 

Anthropological Techinical Series 1, 1993. 444 pp., 40 
figures, 213 tables, 9 appendices, $25.00 (paper) 

Reviewed by   Paul G. Chace, The Keith Companies, 
2955 Red Hill Ave., Costa Mesa, CA 92626.  For the 
Journal of California and Great Basin Anthropology.  
Volume 17, Number 1. 

Recorded Archaeological sites in San Diego Coujnty 
now number over 14,000, and the vast majority have 
been documented during enviornmental planning law 
studies in the last two decades. . . .  (This) book is a 
synthesis of a series of site evaluation and data recovery 
studies for the Rancho San Diego land development 
project. . . . (The) volume describes and interprets sites 
situated on four low knolls along the flood plain of the 
Sweetwater River.  This foothill region is about fifteen 
miles inland, east of the city of San Diego. . . . 

(This) report describes the area of each residential loci, 
with any bedrock features present, plus the lithic 
debitage, stone and bone artifacts, ceramics, and ecofacts 
recovered, along with their frequencies.  Debitage is 
described in detail, as is the flaking technology 
represented in artifacts.  Lithic debitage at most loci 
composed over 90 percent of the artifact assemblages, 
with discarded or broken tools being infrequent.  The 
categorized lithic assemblages included flaked, 
percussing, and ground stone tools and preforms.  Shell 
beads were recovered at only one locus.  Specialists' 
studies were made of the faunal bone, which was 
dominated by rabbit, hare, and then pond turtle.  Studies 
are presented also on modified bone, blood protein 
residue analysis, obsidian sources, obsidian hydration, 
and radio carbon dating.  Seven of the twelve loci 
demonstrated considerable midden development with 
higher faunal and artifact recovery rates.  No burials, 
hearths, or other subsurface features survived.  As a 
descriptive sythesis, this volume is quite comprehensive 
and will serve as an important publication for comparing 
regional sites.   

The authors characterize all these loci as representing 
seasonal residential bases, differing only in degree of 
reoccupation, rather than as being resource specific 
processing camps.  These loci are presented as variously 
reoccupied over the time period of the late Archaic to the 
Late Prehistoric, between 3,000 years before present 
(BP) and 700 years BP.  No major cultural break appears 
in the techonogy, only the addition of new elements:  the 
bow and arrow and ceramic vessles.  Although the 
evidence is statistically modest, it is asserted that an 
increasing complexity in organizational strategies is 
evidenced with increasing diversity in activities over 
time and a shift toward a stronger "collector" strategy.  
This interpretation is consistent with the authors' stated 
perception of the region's prehistory.  They assert: "it is 
generally accepted" that desert Yuman people migrated 
to the coast about 3,000 to 2,000 years BP, displaced or  
   (Continued next page) 



 March/April 1996 4 SDCAS Newsletter 
 
absorbed the earlier La Jollan population, and focused on 
a localized extractive economy.  Interestingly, it is 
inferred that after these loci were abondoned, the 
regional aboriginal population coalesced in their 
residential locations at the ethnohistoric Kymeyaay 
village of Jamacha.  Hamacha probably was a disperseed 
settlement area about one-half-mile up the river valley. 

This volume concudes with a substantial discussion of 
hunter-gatherer mobility theory following Binford, 
which stresses the strategies behind the archaeological 
patterning as middle-range theory. . . . 

Overall, this volume is an important contribution.  Its 
formal publication makes it widely available, and other 

firms hopefully may follow suit.  It will be widely used 
for comparisons against other modest sites, and there are 
many such sites thoughout southern California.  Its bold 
theoretical discussion should spur refienments in 
understanding of local subsistence-settlement models.  
The publication is nicely designed and printed.  There 
are good line-drawings showing key artifact forms but 
no photographs, but these site assemblages apparently 
warrant little else.  The text is well edited, and the CAD 
produced site maps are crisp.  This volume is a good 
value forr the price.  Brian F. Mooney Associates is to be 
commented for launching this new series.  

 

 

CALENDAR
 
 
 
 
April 26,  Did Yahweh have a Consort? 
Excavations at Kuntillet 'Ajrud, Sinai Desert 
by Zeev Meshel, Professor, Tel Aviv 
University 
AIA Lecture contact Ron Fellows.465-3841 
 
April 27, 1996  9:00 a.m. 
Rutherford Ranch Archaeological  
Survey 
Where:  Vulcan Mtn. Preserve 
contact: Susan Hector 
694-3037 RSVP by 4/19/96 
 

 
 
MUSEUM OF MAN EVENTS: 
 
May 11, Southwest Indian Arts  
Colloquium:  
When: 9a.m.- 4 p.m. 
Sydney Moore:(619)284-4714 
 
Shamanism, Magic, and The Busy Spider 
An Exhibition of Contemporary Art 
March - July 7, 1996 
 
"Southwest Weaving: A Continuum," opening  
April 27 - February 23, 1997 
Pueblo, Navajo, and Hispanic hand woven 
textiles 
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