
2012 Monthly Speakers 
 
Tuesday November 27th, 2012 @ 7:30pm 

 Tel Beer-Sheva and San Diego Presidio: 
3,000 Years Apart and Striking Parallels 

Presented by Aharon Sasson, Ph.D 

San Diego Zooarchaeology Laboratory, San Diego Natural History Museum 

The ancient town of Beer-Sheva dating back to the 10th-8th centuries B.C.E. and 
located in the Negev Desert (Israel) is a world heritage site. According to the book of 
Genesis, Beer-Sheva was founded by Abraham. A zooarchaeological research of over 
10,000 animal bones included methodical taphonomic and GIS analyses and a study of 
close to 700 astragali (knucklebones) recovered at the site. San Diego Presidio, 
established close to 3,000 years later, shows striking similarities in site plan, architecture 
and animal husbandry. 

 

 
 

Tuesday October 23rd, 2012 @ 7:30pm 

Imaging San Diego's Royal Spanish 
Presidio  

Presented by Paul G. Chace 

San Diego's most significant archaeological landmark -- is often ignored, but it 
represents an enclosed historic citadel as big as two football fields.  Recent efforts to 
imagine, encourage, and generate heritage interpretation topics -- and public 
appreciation --  will be summarized.   Research projects have been  launched across 
diverse fields,  and still more worthy interpretive programs can be envisioned.   A 
diversity of scholars and a variety of concerned people are needed to imagine and 
energize this landmark's rich but complex colonial heritage; it was the first European 
settlement on the U.S. West Coast (1769-1835). Archaeological excavations over seven 
decades have yielded big collections, but not a single interpretive book, as yet, -- 
describing San Diego's Royal Spanish Presidio. 



 
 

Tuesday September 25th, 2012 @ 7:30pm 

Heart of Neolithic Orkney, Scotland 

Presented by Alana Cordy-Collins, PhD. 
University of San Diego Anthropology Dept. 
Orkney's main island is home to some of the most spectacular Neolithic constructions 
known.  Dr. Cordy-Collins' discussion will focus on two forms of architectural layout: 
ceremonial structures and the living communities that created them.  Her Powerpoint 
presentation will illustrate Unstan and Maes Howe passage graves, the Stones of 
Stenness and Ring of Brodgar standing stones, and Skara Brae and Barnhouse Village 
communities. 
This presentation will be given on the USD campus in Room 214B in Serra Hall (see 
map link).  Parking is open anywhere on campus after 6 pm.   
Room 214B is somewhat hidden if one enters Serra Hall from the north end (campus 
level), but walk to the south end, detour around the May Gallery, turning left, and it's 
straight ahead 

A short presentation will be given on the May Collection exhibit prior to the program. 
The David W. May American Indian Collection is composed of over 2000 objects, 
including basketry, pottery, wood carvings, jewelry, textiles, folk art, musical instruments, 
paintings, fetishes, ceremonial costumes and accessories, stone tools, weapons, 
cradleboards, and dolls.  Included in the display are basketry examples made by Hopi, 
Tohono O’odham, Pomo, southern California Indian, and Northwest Coast Indian 
artisans.  Also represented are many fine examples of prehistoric, historic, and 
contemporary pottery, many by well known artisans such as Maria Martinez, Carmelita 
Dunlap, Mark Wayne Garcia, Dorothy and Paul Gutierrez, Lucy Lewis, Josephine 
Nahohai, members of the Nampeyo family, Stella Teller, Pablita Velarde, Maria Romero, 
Preston Duwyenie, and Alvina Yepa. 
Here’s a link to the campus map: http://www.sandiego.edu/maps/ 
 
 

Saturday August 25th, 2012 @ 8:00pm 

A Closer Look at the Yonis of San Diego County 

Heather Thomson 

Beginning in the late 1970s, archaeologists began documenting “fertility rock” sites in 
San Diego County, California.  These sites consist of features known as yonis: rock 
features resembling a woman’s vulva.  According to a few archaeologists, an indigenous 
woman who was having trouble conceiving would go to a yoni place and perform certain 
rites after which she was able to conceive. The so-called yonis are found within the 
granitic bedrock of the Peninsular Range batholith and, although they are a naturally 
occurring formation, some are said to have been culturally enhanced.  
In a 1982 publication, Ceremonial Fertility Sites in Southern California, Charlotte 
McGowan introduced the term “yoni”, a Sanskrit word, clearly stating that this word 
would be “used specifically for natural or occasionally enhanced rock features, as 

http://www.sandiego.edu/maps/


opposed to carved or painted representations of the vulva in rock art.”  Some 
archaeologists took McGowan’s lead and started to report and record yoni features as 
legitimate cultural features, both culturally enhanced and used in spite of the fact that, 
for San Diego County, only one vague ethnographic reference to yoni features had been 
found.  
Come hear Heather Thomson present her thesis topic. Are these rock features natural, 
or enhanced by humans? Thomson sought answers to these and other questions, and 
will share what she learned with program attendees. 
 
 

Saturday July 28th, 2012 @ 8:00pm 

Pits, Pundits, Prophets, and Profits: The Influence of 
Institutions and Individuals in San Diego Area 
Archaeology (Reprise) 

G. Timothy Gross 

Certain individuals and institutions have had a major role in shaping the perspectives 
and practice of archaeology in the San Diego Region. Local museums, colleges, and 
universities have played important roles in determining the nature and the direction of 
research. Institutions outside the area, including UC Berkeley and UCLA, have also 
contributed. Individuals, form pioneers like Howard O. Welty and Malcolm Rogers, to the 
CRM generation, have played important parts. Trends in the research and the dialogue 
in the area’s archaeology, some of them unfortunate, will be discussed, and hopes for 
the future will be expressed. This presentation will be an expanded and non-technical 
version of a paper Dr. Gross presented at the 2012 Society for California Archaeology 
Meetings. 
  

 
Saturday June 23, 2012 @ 8:00pm 

CURATION:10 YEARS AND COUNTING 

Cindy Stankowski, Executive Director San Diego Archaeological Center 

 
 

The San Diego Archaeological Center was founded for one reason: Curation.  
Previously, cultural material excavated in San Diego County pursuant to the mitigation 
requirements of CEQA and NEPA virtually disappeared.  The public gained no benefit 
from survey and excavations and continued research was limited.  There is still much to 
learn, but since the Center’s founding, the improved care, management and use of 
artifacts and associated material has had a tremendous positive impact on the public, 
culturally affiliated groups and scientific archaeology in the region.  This presentation 
reviews the Center’s accomplishments and plans for the future. 
  

 


