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The mission of the San Diego County Archaeological 
Society is to promote public understanding and 

appreciation of archaeology in general and to encourage 
the preservation of the cultural resources of San Diego 

County. 

Calendar 

Support your Society! Items in boxes are  
SDCAS-organized or sponsored events 

 

July 28 (8 p.m.) Los Peñasquitos 
SDCAS Summer Saturday Lecture 

Polynesian Settlement and Heritage Management  
at Western Raiatea  

See announcement inside (Pg. 4) 

August 4 – Old Town San Diego State Historic Park 
Stagecoach Days: Trades that Shaped the West 

See announcement inside (Pg. 5) 

August 11 – Old Town San Diego State Historic Park 
Stagecoach Days: Days of the Vaquero 

See announcement inside (Pg. 5) 

August 24-26 – Pala Indian Reservation 
11th Annual Pala Gathering and Powwow  

See announcement inside (Pg. 5) 
  

August 25 (8 p.m.) Los Peñasquitos 
SDCAS Summer Saturday Lecture 

Post-Disaster Archaeology 
See announcement inside (Pg. 4) 

See Members’ News Corner inside (Pg. 3) for more Events! 

President’s Message 
By Lauren Downs 

Happy summer! SDCAS lectures will be held on 
Saturdays for the months of July, August, and 
September. We look forward to seeing you at our 
upcoming programs. If you are looking to get more 
involved in SDCAS, the President Elect position is 
currently open. If accepted, you would transition into 
the President position on January 1, 2019. The primary 
responsibility of the President Elect is coordinating 
Arch in the Park, our annual event in celebration of 
California Archaeology Month. Do not let this 
intimidate you! The work of many past President Elects 
have created a “road map” for the planning Arch in the 
Park. If you are interested in the position of have any 
questions, please feel free to email me!    

INSIDE 
Pg. 2 Board of Directors / Meeting Locations 
Pg. 2 Editor’s Message & Submission Information  
Pg. 3 Members’ News Corner 
Pg. 4 Upcoming SDCAS Meeting & Speaker 
Pg. 4 Membership Report 
Pg. 6 Tales from the Field:  Mapping the 

Olorgesailie Site, Southern Kenya 
Pg. 6 Tales from the Lab: Presidio Revisit 2017 
Pg. 7 Local Archaeology: Interesting Finds – Dietz 

#40 Traffic Gard Lantern 
Pg. 8 Announcing archaeologicalethics.org 
Pg. 8 Hiker Finds 1,000-year-old Piece of Pottery 

on Arizona Strip 
Pg. 9 Respectful Recreation 

Pg. 10 Arch-Nology: Scientists Use Lasers To Map 
An Ancient City In Jordan 

Pg. 11 Drought and Drone Reveal ‘Once-in-a-
Lifetime’ Signs of Ancient Henge in Ireland 

August 24 – Deadline for Art Show Entries 
4th Annual Celebrating the Art in Archaeology Art Show 

See announcement inside (Pg. 3) 
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SDCAS Board of Directors
SDCAS Office Phone: 858-538-0935 
Email: info@sdcas.org 
ELECTED POSITIONS: 
President 

Lauren Downs email: Lauren.Downs@aecom.com 

President Elect 
VACANT

First Vice President (Programs)  
Karen Lacy email: karen.elizabeth.lacy@gmail.com  

Second Vice President (Field Trips/Research) 
Natalie Brodie  
760-219-0103 (w) email: Natalie.brodie@lsa.net  

Secretary 
Shannon Foglia email: shannerick@gmail.com  

Treasurer 
Mary Robbins-Wade email: maryrw@helixepi.com 

APPOINTED COMMITTEE CHAIRS: 
Environmental Review 

Jim Royle email: jwroyle@cts.com 
Membership 

Isabel Cordova email: Membership@sdcas.org 

Youth and Community Outreach 
Shannon Foglia email: shannerick@gmail.com  

Newsletter Editor 
Marla Mealey email: Marla.Mealey@parks.ca.gov 
619-221-7051 (w)  see Editor’s Message for address  

Hospitality 
Joanna Collier 
619-221-7054 (w) email: Joanna.Collier@parks.ca.gov 

Publications (Journal) 
Tim Gross 
619-334-9120  email: ggross@sdccd.edu 

Sales 
 Pearl George  email: mithrandir0110@yahoo.com 
Web Master 

Nick Case email: nicholaswcase@me.com 

Climate Change  
Sandra Pentney  email: Sandra.Pentney@atkinsglobal.com 

Student Liaison 
 Doug Mengers email: dmengers@pangis.com 

Social Media Coordinator 
 Rachel Droessler email: rachel.droessler@icf.com 

Art Show Committee 
Joanna Collier email: Joanna.Collier@parks.ca.gov 

SDCAS Newsletter is published bimonthly by the San Diego County 
Archaeological Society, P.O. Box 81106, San Diego, California 92138. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to San Diego County 
Archaeological Society, P.O. Box 81106, San Diego, California 92138.

MEETING INFO: The SDCAS Office is located at Los Peñasquitos 
Ranch House. During the Fall, Winter, and Spring, Monthly Speaker 
meetings are held on the Fourth Tuesday of each month except December. 
During the Summer months (July, August, September 2018) General 
Meetings are held on Saturday evenings, in the courtyard at the Ranch 
House. See pg. 4 for details of upcoming meetings. 

Directions to Ranch House: From I-15 take Mercy Rd. west, turn right 
(north) onto Black Mountain Rd. and then take the first left into Los 
Peñasquitos Canyon Preserve. Follow the road all the way to the back 
(past Canyonside Community Park ball fields and through the partially 
closed gate), and park either in the small parking area by the barn or 
along the edge of the dirt entrance road. The area does not have outside 
lighting after dark, so a flashlight is recommended. 
Board Meetings take place on the third Tuesday of each month at 7 pm 
at the offices of California State Parks’ Southern Service Center in 
Liberty Station (Barracks 26), 2797 Truxtun Rd., San Diego, CA 92106.  

DISCLAIMER: Articles printed in this newsletter are for the 
information of the members of the Society and do not 
necessarily represent the views or beliefs of the board 
members or the Society in general. 
 

Editor’s Message
Hope you are all having a wonderful summer and keeping 
cool during your archaeological activities! The summer 
heat is one of those dangers of archaeology they don’t 
always warn you about. I found out about heat exhaustion 
the hard way after a trip to the desert in (only) 95+ heat 
for an archaeological project a number of years ago.  

These days I don’t go out in the field without some sort of 
electrolyte/sports drink powder or tablets in my pack. It’s 
so easy to just throw in your pack – ready to add to a water 
bottle when you need it. You need to replenish the 
electrolytes and other minerals you lose through sweating - 
and water alone doesn’t always work.  

Also, as you are out and about this summer, keep 
protection and preservation in mind. There are some 
articles I came across that discuss protection and respect of 
archaeological and Native American sites and ethics in 
archaeology that I have included in this issue (see pages 8 
& 9). I think these are things we all need to be mindful of. 

(Continued on page 8) 

SUBMISSIONS: Please send any articles, stories, 
poems, photos, cartoons, etc. to me at the address below. 
Emailed digital documents are preferred. Any hard-copy 
item you wish returned must be accompanied by a self-
addressed, stamped envelope. 
The submission deadline for the next issue is August 31. 
Please send all items to: Marla.Mealey@parks.ca.gov or 
to Marla Mealey c/o California State Parks, Southern 
Service Center, 2797 Truxtun Rd., San Diego, CA 92106. 
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Members’ News Corner 
4th Annual Celebrating the Art in Archaeology - 
Art Show 
Please enter your artwork (including archaeological 
drawings/sketches/and photography) in the upcoming 
“Celebrating the Art in Archaeology” archaeology-themed 
art contest and show. Also please tell your artistically-
inclined friends and relatives to submit their artwork as 
well. 

Important dates to remember include: 

August 24=Entries (forms and digital image of artwork) due 

September 7=Notification of artists selected for the show 

September 10-14=Artists to drop-off artwork  

September 24-28= Judging 

October 5=Art show opening reception (5-8pm) [open to 
the public] 

October 8-December 28=Show open to the public during 
business hours.  

October 20=Awards ceremony at Arch in the Park 

There are four categories: Traditional Arts (using 
historical/traditional materials/ tools); Fine Arts; 
Archaeological Line Drawings; and Photography (all with 
archaeological theme or subject matter). Entry is free and 
this year we’re opening entries up to any interested artist – 
the only requirement is that the artist be able to drop off and 
pick up the artwork at the State Parks offices in Liberty 
Station (in San Diego). Awards are given in each category 
as well as Best in Show and People’s Choice.  

The art contest and show are presented by the San Diego 
County Archaeological Society and California State Parks 
in honor of California Archaeology Month and Native 
American Heritage Month. For more info please email: 
ArchaeologyArtShow@gmail.com.  

(Continued on page 4) 

SDCAS Website: www.sdcas.org 

https://www.facebook.com/sdcas 
https://www.instagram.com/sdcarchsociety/?hl=en 
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Upcoming SDCAS Meeting 
SDCAS Monthly Meetings are free  

and open to the public 
Please join us for our Summer Meetings, held on Saturday 
evenings in the courtyard at Los Peñasquitos Adobe.  

The Summer Saturday Meetings will replace the usual 4th 
Tuesday Programs during the summer months only. There 
will be no 4th Tuesday Programs in July, August, or 
September.  

The public is invited to arrive early and bring a picnic 
dinner, chairs, and drinks. It can get cool in the canyon at 
night – even during the summer, so long-sleeves, jackets, 
and/or blankets are recommended. Bug repellent is also 
recommended. SDCAS will provide dessert. 

July 28 (Summer Saturday Lecture) 8 p.m. 
Los Peñasquitos (see page 2 for directions) 

Title: Polynesian Settlement and Heritage Management at 
Western Raiatea 

Presenter: John O’Connor 

The Society Islands are of primary importance for understanding 
settlement patterns and human impacts among initial colonizing 
populations in East Polynesia. Archaeology on the island of 
Raiatea serves multiple roles in terms of academic research, 
archaeological and ecological conservation, and cultural education 
for island residents. Excavations at the megalithic Marae Tainuu 
have revealed changes in land use that are instrumental to 
understanding environmental and social change in the area of 
Tevaitoa, including pre-contact and post-contact effects on the 
coastal landscape analogous to other areas of the Leeward Group. 
The exposure of early architecture, hearth features, subsistence 
remains, and evidence for the manufacture and use of lithic tools 
gives insight into the spatiotemporal organization of human 
activity at this important heritage site. Ongoing research at 
Tevaitoa is helping to define the history of human activity at 
western Raiatea with consequences for local environmental 
management and community outreach. This work contributes to 
archaeological knowledge in Central East Polynesia, a corpus of 
information from which we can establish an archaeological 
baseline for human occupation at Raiatea and expand global 
knowledge of human-environmental interactions in island and 
coastal contexts. 

John O’Connor is a Registered Professional Archaeologist, a Ph.D. 
candidate and Instructor at the University of Oregon Department of 
Anthropology, and the Cultural Resources Specialist for ECORP 
Consulting, Inc., in San Diego, California. His dissertation work 
concerns settlement chronology and human impacts on coastal 
ecosystems at Raiatea, Leeward Society Islands, French Polynesia. 
John works on professional resource management projects 
throughout California and the Hawaiian Islands, in addition to 
teaching and research activities in Oregon, French Polynesia, and 
the Kingdom of Tonga. John passionately supports the ethical 
management of natural and cultural resources, with supplementary 
interests in indigenous philosophy, traditional ecological 
knowledge, natural resource law, and environmental conservation 
and protection. 

August 25 (Summer Saturday Lecture) 8 p.m. 
Los Peñasquitos (see page 2 for directions) 

Title: Post-Disaster Archaeology 

Presenters: Natalie Brodie, Rachel Droessler, and 
Patrick McGinnis 

Join the SDCAS for a panel discussion of the challenges and 
unique experiences associated with protecting and managing 
cultural resources following natural disasters. Panel participants 
have completed archaeological studies following fires and 
hurricanes, and will discuss a variety of topics from agency 

coordination, working in an active disaster area, damage to 
resources, and working collaboratively with emergency 
responders.  

Natalie Brodie is a Senior Cultural Resources Manager with 
LSA, and has been working as a professional archaeologist for 
the past 16 years. Ms. Brodie managed a team of archaeologists 
and biologists to respond to a series of wildfires in 2015-2016, 
in support of Southern California Edison. She is the current 
Second Vice President for the San Diego County 
Archaeological Society and is also a past-President of the 
Society. Ms. Brodie’s interests include historical archaeology, 
the history of water development, and GIS applications. 

Rachel Droessler is an archaeologist and GIS specialist with ICF 
and has been working as a professional archaeologist for the 
past 8 years. Ms. Droessler served as a consultant program 
delivery manager for FEMA in Texas in support of the 
Hurricane Harvey disaster response. The program delivery 
manager position involves project management; primarily 
coordinating efforts between project applicants and internal 
FEMA teams, including the environmental group. Ms. Droessler 
served this role during the implementation of a new project 
delivery system from 2017-2018. She has also served as an 
archaeologist and GIS specialist for several local FEMA 
mitigation projects. She is the current Social Media board 
member for the San Diego County Archaeological Society and 
her interests include historical archaeology, San Diego history, 
Mesoamerican archaeology, and GIS applications. 

Patrick McGinnis is a Senior Archaeologist with ICF and has 
been working as a professional archaeologist for 22 years. Mr. 
McGinnis was a former Secretary for the San Diego County 
Archaeologist Society. Mr. McGinnis served as a consultant 
environmental specialist for FEMA in New York in support of 
the Hurricane Sandy disaster response from 2012-2016. He also 
served a similar role for several FEMA mitigation projects 
including in American Samoa in support of the disaster response 
for the 2009 earthquake and tsunami. His interests include pre-
contact archaeology, historical archaeology, and architectural 
history. 

Membership Report 
There are no new members to report at this time. If you 
have yet to renew your 2018 membership, please do so by 
going to our website at www.sdcas.org, sending in the 
membership form on the back of this newsletter, or 
talking to our membership chair, Isabel Cordova, at any 
of our meetings or events. A benefit of membership is the 
ability to attend great fieldtrips and stay up to date on 
activities happening throughout the county via our 
newsletter. If you have any questions about membership, 
do not hesitate to contact us at membership@sdcas.org 
anytime. 

Members’ News Corner 
(Continued from page 3) 
Kumeyaay Community College Classes 
Classes in Kumeyaay language and history are being 
offered for the Fall semester – beginning in mid-late 
August 2018. For more information or to register: 
http://kumeyaaycommunitycollege.com/courses_group/fal
l-2018-courses/  
Stagecoach Days: Women of the West  

Sat, July 28, 12pm – 4pm in Old Town San Diego State 
Historic Park 

Women played an important part in the development of 
the West. The contribution of women in the settlement of 
the West is shown through activities and demonstrations. 
One of the highlights of the day will be the annual Quilt 
Walk throughout the park.   

(Continued on page 5) 
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Members’ News Corner 
(Continued from page 4) 
Stagecoach Days: Trades That Shaped the West 

Sat, August 4, 12pm – 4pm in Old Town San Diego State 
Historic Park 

As towns developed in the West, so did the need for 
specialized trades and artisans. Old Town San Diego will 
present 19th century trades that helped shape the community 
of San Diego. See blacksmiths, woodworkers, a 
wheelwright, and more to see what job you would have 
wanted in the 1800s. 

Stagecoach Days: Days of the Vaquero 

Sat, August 11, 12pm – 4pm in Old Town San Diego State 
Historic Park 

Vaqueros were the first cowboys in California. They were 
highly skilled equestrians and cattle herders who were an 
integral part of the early California cattle trade. This day 
will celebrate their horsemanship techniques and other 
aspects of Californio culture. 

Stagecoach Days: TwainFest 

Sat, August 18, 11am – 5pm in Old Town San Diego State 
Historic Park 

Literature comes to life through games and activities in the 
park. 

11th Annual Pala Gathering and Powwow  

August 24 - August 26 

Pala Indian Reservation, 12196 Pala Mission Rd., Pala, CA 
United States  

11th Annual Pala Gathering and Powwow Contest powwow 
drumming and dancing, vendors. Free and open to the 
public. For more info, call (760) 891-3590. 

Viejas Gathering  

August 25 at the Viejas Gathering Grounds, 1 Viejas Grade 
Road, Alpine, CA United States  

Bird Singing Competition. Peon Men’s, Women, Boys, and 
Girls. Vendors. 

48th Annual Barona Powwow  

August 31 - September 2 

Barona Band of Mission Indians Reservation, 1095 Barona 
Road, Lakeside, CA 92040 United States  

Contest Dancing in all Categories. Dry Camping Permitted. 
All Drums and Dancers Welcome. Free Admission. 

PCAS Lectures 

Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Lecture meetings are 
held at the Irvine Ranch Water District Community Room, 
15500 Sand Canyon Avenue (between the I-5 and I-405) in 
Irvine, on the second Thursday of each month, at 7:30 pm. 
Meetings are free and open to the public. 

 September 13, 2018. Steven Schwartz: “The Lone Woman
of San Nicholas Island: New Discoveries Rewriting Her
Story”

A lecture on: “The Ethnobotany Project: Contemporary 
Uses of Native Plants”  

July 28 @ 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM  

Malki Museum, 11795 Malki Rd. Morongo Reservation, 
Banning, CA United States 

The Malki Museum, on the Morongo Band of Mission 
Indians Reservation, is hosting a lecture with Rose 
Ramirez and Deborah Small authors of “The Ethnobotany 
Project: Contemporary Uses of Native Plants.” 

Bird Dance Gathering at Malki Museum  

July 20 @ 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Malki Museum, 11795 Malki Rd. Morongo Reservation, 
Banning, CA United States 

The Malki Museum, on the Morongo Band of Mission 
Indians Reservation, is hosting a Bird Dance Gathering 
featuring traditional dancing and songs. The event is free 
and open to the public. 

2018 Dragonfly Gala  

August 11 @ 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Morongo Community Center, 13000 Fields Rd., Banning, 
CA 92220 United States  

Celebrate Southern California’s Native American cultures 
and support the Dorothy Ramon Learning Center - a 
501(c)3 nonprofit - with delicious food, cultural displays, 
silent auction, birds and traditional music and dancing, 
Dragonfly Award, much much more. Reserve your tickets 
now, $50 per ticket and $1,000 and up for a table. Email 
info@dorothyramon.org or call 951.849.7736. 

Desert Monarchs: Bighorn Sheep and Native 
Cosmology 

September 7-9, 2018 at the Desert Studies Center, Zzyzx 

Carlos Gallinger and Dr. Alan Garfinkel will facilitate a 
“deep-dive” into the mysteries of bighorn sheep habits 
and habitat and the related Native religious cosmology 
and rock art. This two day course to take place at 
the Desert Studies Center will provide students with an 
opportunity to see and experience wild desert bighorn up-
close and personal ... via field glasses, telephoto camera 
lenses, and the naked eye. Students will hear from two 
world class experts, Carlos Gallinger on the desert 
adaptation of these magnificent animals and Alan 
Garfinkel on desert bighorn archaeology and Native 
religion. 

For more information or to register go to: 
https://www.flipcause.com/secure/cause_pdetails/Mzc4M
TU=  

ARCE Archeology Lecture Series: Portraits of 
Ptolemaic Queens 

August 11, 2018 1:30 pm - 3:30 pm  

Presented by Dr. Branko van Oppen, visiting research 
scholar and curator, Allard Pierson Museum, Amsterdam 

The famous Cleopatra was the last in a long line of 
powerful queens. The royal women of the Ptolemaic 
dynasty that ruled Egypt during the Hellenistic period 
(323-30 BCE) were some of the most formidable female 
sovereigns of the ancient world. 

Location: Norma Kershaw Auditorium at the Bowers 
Museum (2002 North Main Street, Santa Ana, CA 
92706). www.bowers.org 

Tickets: Free for Bowers & ARCE members  
General Admission = $12 
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Tales From the Field 
[Editor’s Note: After an article in last issue about 
Olorgesailie (“Scientists Are Amazed By Stone Age Tools 
They Dug Up In Kenya”), SDCAS member Norrie Robbins 
contacted me and mentioned that she had mapped that site 
many years ago. I encouraged her to write an article about 
her experiences there for the newsletter] 

Mapping the Olorgesailie Site, Southern Kenya 
By Eleanora (Norrie) Robbins, PhD 

With a freshly minted BS in geology in 1964 from Ohio 
State University (OSU), off I went to my Peace Corps 
assignment with the Geological Survey of Tanzania (GST). 
The Survey in Dodoma was filled with male geologists from 
all over the world—e.g., lots of fun for a single, 22-year old 
American female. We geologists traveled in packs, and so 
when the 1965 Upper Mantle Project East African Rift 
Valley Conference came to Nairobi, Kenya, off went our 
GST pack to hear Bullard and Beloussov argue the merits of 
plate tectonics in the field.  

I’ve always been interested in archaeology, and knowing I 
had a month-long vacation coming up, I walked over to the 
National Museums of Kenya and into Louis Leakey’s office 
in Nairobi. I introduced myself and told him I was available 
to map for free, but he would have to put me up and feed 
me. He had need for a mapper and agreed to do this, and I 
told him when I would return. 

One skill I learned at Ohio State Field camp was mapping 
with plane table and alidade. When I realized that I was 
about to do this professionally, I wrote to my OSU professor 
George Moore and asked for two tools—the perfect pin for 
putting holes in maps and the little math booklet needed to 
calculate distances that involved angles. 

Tools in hand, off I went to Nairobi, and archaeologist 
Larry Robbins (no relation to me, but the cousin of a soon-
to-be friend) drove me out 
to Olorgesailie. I was to 
perform two jobs over that 
month —mapping new 
boundaries for the 
National Park and 
mapping the distribution 
of individual hand axes.  

Mapping the boundaries 
was a pretty exciting job—
I was adding to the 
original map created by 
Robert Shackleton (not the 
polar explorer). My 
rodman was a skilled 
Kenyan, and the two of us 
took off into Masailand. 
Every once in a while 
Masai and their cattle 
would come by to see 
what the young white 
woman was doing. What I 
was doing was holding 
onto the alidade for dear 
life, as Ed Spieker had 
taught us at OSU field 
camp in Utah. His experience in the field was with horses, 
mine with cattle. 

The borders mapped, my next assignment was mapping the 
distribution of Acheulean hand axes that were laying all 
over the place. My new field partner was a surveyor from 
Britain with a theodolite. What I didn’t know at that time 
was that I was actually helping Glynn Isaac with his PhD 
dissertation. Glynn thought that hand axes were part of an 

800,000 year-old workshop, and that their distribution 
told something about the men who created them. 

Last year I went to a talk on Olorgesailie by Rick Potts 
from the Smithsonian. He explained that the hand-axe 
scatter was due, instead, to colluvial processes. You know 
how that goes! 

We had lots of visitors that month. I got to sit out under 
the stars at night, drinking shandies (beer and orange 
Fanta) and hearing their stories; so my drinking pals 
include Brian Fagan, Jim Brain, and Hamo Sassoon. 
Included in our field team was Glynn’s social scientist 
wife Barbara and their baby Ceri; and one week Glynn’s 
sister Allison came to visit. Louis would come out 
periodically, bringing politically important people such as 
Minister of Parliament Mbiyu Koinange and Lita 
Osmundsen, who ran the WennerGren Foundation. I saw 
them all again at the opening of the new archaeology lab 
in Nairobi, which is where I met the rest of the Leakey 
family. And so I met Richard and Philip when they were 
teens.  

Other memories are little vignettes: To wash clothes, we 
had to drive over to Lake Magadi; every bee in the rift 
valley came to visit us. And one day we needed to go 
somewhere and I volunteered to drive the jeep; of course, 
I ran it right into a ditch and the guys glared at me as they 
physically lifted it out. Out in the field, our usual pattern 
was to start work early, stop during the hottest part of the 
day, and start again when the heat dissipated. Then we 
would sit out at night under the stars in that magic place 
where there were no lights. And thus, onto my bucket list 
was added the dream of seeing every star, planet, galaxy 
in the night sky—clearly—just once again, just once. 

Tales From the Lab 
Presidio Revisit 2017 
By Susan D. Walter 

In 1976, I enrolled in the last semester of San Diego State 
University’s field school at the San Diego Presidio. I 
grew up to be an archaeologist, and married Stephen Van 
Wormer. We established our consulting business, Walter 
Enterprises, and I specialized in historic ceramics from 
San Diego sites. 

Decades later Dr. Paul Chace approached us with a 
request we reevaluate some of the SDSU field school 
artifacts. As a result, Steve and I decided to revisit all of 
the ceramic items from those excavations. 

Things had changed, we knew. More information had 
accrued through other scholars’ researches and on line 
resources. We, specifically, had massive and varied 
experience with our work as archaeological consultants in 
the region. Particularly relevant were our several projects 
in San Diego Old Town and several other mission era 
sites. 

I was tasked with the European and Asian historic 
ceramics; Steve and Sue Wade were heading up the 
Mexican and Native American items. 

One stupid sherd kept being passed from me to Steve. 
The SDSU tag called it Tizon brownware, but it didn’t 
look like it to me, through the plastic baggie. I thought it 
might possibly be galera. He denied it was galera. Sue 
didn’t agree it was part of her Native American category 
either. 

To me, it didn’t look right. Atypically, it was glossy on 
the edges as well as on the outer and visible inner 
surfaces. And it didn’t fit any familiar category of historic 
ceramics from my decades of artifact identification. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Tales From the Lab 
Presidio Revisit 2017 
(Continued from page 6) 

After Steve returned it to me, I decided to look at it one last 
time after I finished everything else, placing it in an elite 
category I’d designated as “yuck”. Only 4 other items were 
there, by the way … in “yuck”. As I worked, the other 3 
eventually were put into their respective places. 

The final ceramic type I had to catalogue was Chinese 
utilitarian sherds. The stupid sherd had lingered as “yuck” 
because I kept thinking just maybe it was Chinese 
utilitarian. 

Now, I had, upon my revisit to the ceramics, realized that 
what earlier was identified as sewer pipe in the Presidio 
assemblage were actually Chinese wine jars. As part of 
Walter Enterprises consulting with Affinis, I had identified 
one of these wine jars in our Woo Chee Chong site, and 
after that project ended I collected 3 entire examples of 
these jars at the Del Mar Antiques show and sale.  They are 
very heavy and thick items.  

So on the last day of my analysis, I spread out all the 
definitely Chinese wine jar fragments – none of which 
crossmended by the way – and catalogued all 33 baggies 
containing them. The date this occurred – to be exact – was 
December 13, 2017. 

The paste in the SDSU Presidio wine jars is a distinctive 
weird blend of grey/tan/lavender with varying amounts of 
inclusions. Finally, with a sigh, I picked up the baggie 
containing that very last stupid “yuck” sherd, with its 
maddeningly different composition.  

It was in a baggie that was “too tight”. Now, I despise 
baggies that are so small that the items cannot easily be seen 
nor removed. So one of the things I had done over these 4 
years was rebagging so that I could read the tag in its 
entirety and see all sides of the sherds, with nothing 
obscured.  

I wrestled out the SDSU tag and sherd. The tag had covered 
one entire side of the sherd. I penciled the Walter 
Enterprises catalogue number on the upper corner of the 
SDSU tag, and proceeded to complete its entry into the 
database. I called it an “unidentified ceramic type”, and my 
notes grumpily described it as “covered with glue by 
someone on all sides so that the natural state of the surfaces 
and broken edges can not be seen.” 

I considered whether I should call Jaime Lenox, the Lab 
Director, to see if she’d allow me to use pliers to chip a 
teeny bit of the glue off so I could see the actual paste … 
but after 4 years of this I wanted to finish so decided not to 
bother – as one unidentified sherd wasn’t a disaster to this 
project, which after all was entirely a volunteer effort. 

Then I picked up the sherd to look at the other side. 

And there, hidden, was one of the tiny string tags we 
students had used in recording our finds, with very familiar 
writing. I turned it over, and saw the initial was “SW”.  

I actually was stunned. My jaw literally dropped. I had 
excavated and catalogued that sherd 41 years ago! 

And suddenly in the furthest reaches of memory was a 
niggling remembrance of myself – more than 4 decades ago 
– being told by Dr. Ezell to cover a sherd with preservative
to keep the unusually heavy soot build up on it intact. 

I knew, when I was a student at the SDSU Presidio field 
school, that I had described everything I did to the smallest 
detail and I was positive I would have recorded the fact I 
had covered that stupid sherd with preservative. I went next 

door to the other side of the lab, and asked Scotty if there 
was some way my original field notes could be consulted.  

Smiling, he led me to a cabinet, opened the doors. They’d 
organized all those field journals, and there, the last 
semester of the field school, was my field book for Unit 
S20 W20. I popped it open. As I remembered, I’d 
minutely described my first impressions, the tools used, 
the weather, the peculiarity of my being assigned a 
partially excavated unit to finish up that last field season 
… and … I turned the pages and there that stupid sherd
was, exactingly drawn! Top, bottom, and side 
excruciatingly depicted in pencil. Paging on, I 
encountered my breathless little notation describing how 
Dr. Ezell had told me to cover the sherd with polymer, 
and how when I did that, it had, to Dr. Ezell’s 
astonishment, turned brilliant blue when the liquid 
polymer reacted with the carbon.  

Of course, when it dried it became the clear glue like 
surface I’d now been so annoyed by. 

So … I went back to my database and changed my 
catalogue entry. No longer is there a somewhat disdainful 
reference to “someone” covering the sherd “with glue”. 
Now the item is properly classified as polymer covered 
Tizon. Plus, for those who care, in my notes / comments: 
“excavated by Susan Walter”. 

And that Tizon sherd is awaiting the expert eye of Sue 
and Steve to agree with me that that extraordinarily 
blackened fragment just might be part of a comal. And, 
atypically for its type, it is catalogued in MY section of 
the analysis.  

Local Archaeology 
Interesting Finds – Dietz #40 Traffic Gard 
Lantern 
By Doug Mengers (SDCAS Student Liaison) and Kevin 
Keckeisen (SDCAS Student Committee) - PanGIS. 

Even after years of archaeological field work, it’s still 
possible to come across a new type of artifact. Makes it 
feel like your first survey again! This happened recently 
in Bay Park, in a light industrial area built up during 
WW2. While construction crews were excavating for a 
support wall related a transit project, PanGIS 
archaeologist and SDCAS board member Doug Mengers 
uncovered a fluted and embossed fragment of curved red 
glass (Figure 1).  

At first the 
artifact 
appeared to be a 
portion of an 
electrical 
insulator, but 
red is not a 
usual color for 
those. Luckily, 
the fragment 
that remained 
had a product 
model number 
embossed 
(shout out to 
Helena, patron 
saint of new discoveries!). Further research on the 
embossing revealed it to be part of the lens to a Dietz #40 
Traffic Gard Lantern, a kerosene-fueled lamp used 
primarily by construction crews to signal roadside work 
areas at night and caution drivers. 

Prior to modern battery-powered yellow strobe lights 
(Continued on page 8) 

Figure 1 
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Local Archaeology 
(Continued from page 7) 

commonly seen atop A-frame construction barricades, most 
nighttime construction was lit with kerosene barn lanterns, 
such as the Dietz Little Wizard No.1. These were designed 
to illuminate, not signal. They required extensive upkeep 
and attention to fuel usage.  

Taking a cue from railroad signals, which used an optical 
lens to brighten the intensity of a smaller flame, in 1940 the 
W.C. Embury Company of Rochester, New York, 
introduced a lamp specifically for traffic control. The #40 
Traffic Gard used a proprietary Fresnel globe like railroad 
lanterns, with a large font and sturdy frame. It could rest on 
its wide base or be hung using an attached hook (Figure 2). 
The W.C. Embury Company was purchased by the R.E. 
Dietz Company of Syracuse, New York, in 1953, and 
continued production of the #40 under the Dietz name. A 
smooth globe was introduced sometime after 1956, and the 
lantern continued to be produced through the 1960s.  

The #40 Traffic Gard 
appears to have been 
extremely successful, 
and it’s a wonder this 
archaeologist hasn’t 
come across one 
before. There does 
seem to be a healthy 
collector network out 
there, which may 
explain the lack of 
#40 Traffic Gard 
lanterns in the 
archaeological record. 
Thankfully, those 
collectors have also 
seen fit to collect (and 
share) much infor-
mation on Embury, 
Dietz, and the lamps 
they manufactured. 
For more info, see: 

http://www.camerasandlanterns.com/trafficgard/index.htm 
https://www.lanternnet.com/faqs.htm#trafficgard 

[Figure 1 photo by D. Mengers, Figure 2 photo from 
inactive Pinterist page with no source]. 

Editor’s Message 
(Continued from page 2) 

So make sure if you’re out doing or enjoying archaeology 
this summer - that you avoid the heat if you can, respect and 
protect past and present cultures, and keep your electrolytes 
replenished ! 

Fig. 
2 

ADDITIONAL CONTENT REMOVED –
PLEASE JOIN SDCAS FOR FULL CONTENT
NEWSLETTER



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Address Service Requested 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

San Diego County Archaeological Society Membership Application 

Name      Phone     

Address         

City      State   Zip    

Email Address:        

  I would like to receive a Hard Copy of the Newsletter 
(Newsletter is delivered by email unless a hard copy is requested) 

Occupation / School       

Special Skills / Interests     

How did you hear about us?     

The SDCAS membership year begins January 1. Please check the 
membership desired and enclose payment for the amount shown in 
the table below. Membership is subject to approval of the Board of 
Directors.  

  
1-Year*

 Individual $30.00

 Family $40.00

 Student $15.00

 Institutional 
(Company, University, College, Etc.) 
(non-voting) 

$25.00 

 Life $300.00  
* Half-year rates (at ½ the full-year price) are available after July 1 

for New Members Only.  
 Check here for ½-year rates.  Check here for Renewal 

Code of Ethics 
1. The collecting in any manner of archaeological material or data 
shall be done using contemporary scientific techniques, and shall 
have as its express purpose the finding and dissemination of 
information relative to the history and prehistory of California. 

2.  Provisions shall be made for the housing of archaeological 
materials and data in accordance with accepted professional 
practices, and such materials and data shall be made available to 
qualified individuals though accumulated field notes and records or 
to the general profession through the publication of findings. 

3. The gathering of archaeological specimens or the destruction of 
archaeological sites for purposes of selling artifacts or personal 
acquisition shall in all cases be forbidden and shall subject member 
to expulsion proceedings. 

All members will adhere to this Society’s Code of Ethics, and 
to State, Federal, and International Antiquities Laws. 

I have read and agree to abide by the above Code of Ethics. 

Signature      Date    

Sponsor*      Date    
* Persons under 18 years of age must be sponsored by an 

adult SDCAS member 
 

Please send completed form and payment to San Diego 
County Archaeological Society, P.O. Box 81106, San Diego, 
CA 92138. 

SDCAS Website: www.sdcas.org 

San Diego County Archaeological Society 

P.O. Box 81106 

San Diego, CA 92138 




